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- Please be so kind as to introduce yourself and your current job or position: 
 

My name is Jürgen Mühl and I studied Korean Studies at Ruhr-University Bochum from 2002 until 2009. 

I was fortunate enough to find my current job straight after having earned my Master’s degree from RUB. 

Since May of 2009 I work at the European Patent Office (Vienna office) in the team for Asian Patent 

Information. I am mainly in charge of services related to Korea and provide information to users on a 

variety of topics such as Korean patent documentation, searches in free information sources and regular 

updates on new developments in the Korean patent system. I also offer trainings and seminars on Asian 

patent information topics on a regular basis. Moreover, I often publish articles and papers on current 

trends in the Korean patent system in journals.  

 

- What kindled your interest in Korea and why did you decide to pursue Korean 

Studies at Ruhr-University Bochum? 
 
Korean friends of mine, whom I got to know during a language stay in Australia after I had graduated 

from German High School, sparked my interest in Korea. This eventually led to my first trip to Korea, 

which in turn aroused my interest in Korean history, culture and other Korea-related matters. Then, more 

or less by chance, I stumbled upon the academic discipline Korean Studies. I decided to pursue Korean 

Studies at RUB mainly for two reasons: on the one hand, my lecturers, fellow students and the overall 

academic atmosphere left a very positive impression on me; on the other hand, I was convinced by the 

B.A. and M.A. programs, which were completely new in the early 2000s and which were at the time only 

offered in Bochum.  

 

- Which academic discipline did you study besides Korean Studies? What prompted 

your decision?  
 
Next to Korean Studies I majored in “Politics/Economy/Society” (“Politik, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft”), 

because I am especially interested in economics and politics. I had aimed to gain additional knowledge 

in these fields in order to heighten my chances on the future job market.    

 

- At what point during your course of study did you decide on your current job?  
 
Well, to tell you the truth…about one week before my final M.A. examination!  However, I had already 

applied for various positions in different fields months before I was offered the job. I only received the 

positive answer from my current employer shortly before the final examination.  

 

- In which way did Korean Studies at Ruhr-University Bochum prepare you for your 

current job? 
 

I believe that many skills which I acquired during my years of study at RUB are of great use to me in my 

current position. First and foremost, naturally, my language skills. I am happy that I can put my knowledge 

of the Korean language to actual use not only whenever I read Korean articles, but also when I attend 

conferences in Korea and during the frequent negotiations and conversations with colleagues from Korea. 



Furthermore, my knowledge of Korean history, politics and culture as well as the manifold 

methodological competences (such as research-skills or techniques of presentation) which I gained during 

my time in Bochum are indispensable to me now. 

 

- Which additional qualifications did you acquire during your time of study? 
 

Before I began my studies at RUB I had learned and worked in a bank. I benefitted from this in different 

respects, be it through the knowledge I had gained in the economic sector, be it through the experiences 

made through direct contact with customers. Moreover, during my years at university I had done several 

internships, for instance with the Korean Tourism Organization (KTO) or with Korean Air. Although the 

experiences I gathered in the course of these internships have little connection with my current job, they 

enabled me to catch a glimpse of genuinely Korean work environments.  

 

- Is there anything from your time as a student of Korean Studies at Ruhr-University 

Bochum which particularly stuck in your memory?   
 

I always like to recall the great atmosphere and the close relationships I had with my fellow students and 

lecturers. Korean Studies at Ruhr-University Bochum is very challenging and our lecturers really 

demanded quite a lot from us students. Yet at the same time we received a great education and a lot of 

support, for example when applying for scholarships, when contemplating job opportunities, etc. Also, 

during the M.A. program we were able to develop and realize our own research interests.  

 

- Is there a piece of advice you could offer to (prospective) students of Korean Studies 

at Ruhr-University Bochum? 
 

Most importantly, do not get unsettled by the (frequently asked) question “And what exactly do you intend 

to do with all this?” People who earn a degree after having studied with passion and joy are much more 

interesting to future employers than graduates who merely listlessly followed a set formula. Find your 

own focal points in research and enrich your studies with “practical” experiences through internships or 

part-time jobs.  
 
 

 


